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Notes on Contributors 

JOHN BOWEN is Professor of Nineteenth-Century Literature at the University of York. He has written 
and lectured extensively on Dickens, and is co-editor (with Robert Patten) of the Palgrave Advances 
in Charles Dickens Studies (2006). 

STEVEN CONNOR is Professor of Modern Literature and Theory at Birkbeck College London, and also 
Academic Director of the London Consortium Graduate Programme in Humanities and Cultural 
Studies. His most recent books are The Book of Skin (2004) and Fly, on the history of the fly in 
poetry, painting, religion and science (2006). 

JOAN DICKS is Joint Honorary General Secretary of the Dickens Fellowship, and a Trustee of The 
Charles Dickens Museum, where she organises the Friends group. 

MARK ESLICK is currently studying for a PhD at the University of York: he is examining Dickens's 
relationship with Roman Catholicism. 

ROBERT GIDDINGS is Professor Emeritus, Media School, Bournemouth University. He is the author 
of A Student Guide to Charles Dickens and The Classic Serial on Television and Radio (with Keith 
Selby). He has contributed to BBC television and radio on the broadcasting of classic novels. 

BERYL GRAY is co-editor with John Rignall of the George Eliot Review. She is the author of George 
Eliot and Music, and has edited several of the novelist's works, including The Mill on the Floss 
(Everyman paperbacks). She is currently working on a book-length study of the Victorian dog. 



ABDULRAZAK GURNAH is Professor of English and Postcolonial Literatures at the University of Kent. 
He is a distinguished novelist (his 1994 novel Paradise was short-listed for the Booker Prize) and is 
currently editing the Cambridge Companion to Salman Rushdie. 

WENDY JACOBSON of the Department of English at Rhodes University in South Africa has a 
particular interest in biblical influences in Dickens's work. 

DONNA LANDRY is Professor of English and American Literature at the University of Kent, and the 
author of many articles on matters equestrian. Her book Noble Brutes: How Eastern Horses 
Transformed English Culture is forthcoming from Johns Hopkins University Press in 2008. 

LEON LITVACK is Reader in Victorian Studies at Queen's University of Belfast. He is presently editing 
the Clarendon Edition of Our Mutual Friend, as well as the Dickens letters supplements which are 
appearing in this journal. 

DOUG LOWE lives and works in North Devon. He is the manager of the Clinical Audit and 
Effectiveness Department of Northern Devon Healthcare Trust. He has worked for the NHS since 
1979, in various posts in South Warwickshire and North Devon. 

PETER MERCHANT is Acting Head of English at Canterbury Christ Church University and editor of the 
Wordsworth Classics edition of A Tale of Two Cities. 

PETER ORFORD is a Dickens enthusiast who has recently completed a PhD investigating 
Shakespeare's history plays. He is currently editing a collection of Shakespeare articles, and 
researching aspects of identity in David Copperfield. 

LEONÉE ORMOND is Professor Emerita of Victorian Studies at King's College, London. She has 
written widely on Victorian and Edwardian writers and artists including Dickens, Tennyson, George 
Eliot, Frederic Leighton, George Du Maurier and J. M. Barrie. 

DAVID PAROISSIEN is the editor of the Dickens Quarterly and has written extensively on Dickens. 
He is the editor of the forthcoming Blackwell Companion to Charles Dickens. 

VALERIE PURTON is Senior Lecturer at Anglia Ruskin University. She edited the Everyman Dickens 
Dombey and Son, has just completed a book on Iris Murdoch and is now co-authoring a study on 
Tennyson. 

TORU SASAKI is Professor of English at Kyoto University, and Vice-President of the Japan Branch of 
the Dickens Fellowship. He has co-edited The Reader's Encyclopedia of Charles Dickens (in 
Japanese). 

 


